
CITY OF ELK RIVER 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 

HELD AT FIRE STATION #2 
MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2013 

 
The Safety Committee meeting began at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Members present: Gary Lore, Building Maintenance;  Jeff Smith, Fire and Building Safety; Bob 

Kluntz, Police; Joe Pipenhagen, Streets; Jennifer Johnson, Administration; Steve 
Benoit, Recreation; Lauren Wipper, Human Resources; Chief T. John 
Cunningham, Safety Coordinator (2:30 p.m.)   

 
Members absent: Paula Schwichtenberg, Fire Department; Vickie Berg, Liquor Stores; Laura 

Estby, Ice Arena; Mike Thiry, Utilities; Dale Eckert, WWTP; Josh Baas, Parks 
 
 
1. Approve  05/15/2013 Safety Committee Minutes   

Approved. 
  
2. Anoka Tech Update 
 No update available. 

 
3. Safety Training 

There was no information available for upcoming safety training opportunities. It was mentioned 
that seasonal employees were recently trained and the training activities were successful. 
 

4. Accident Reviews 
Accident #1 
“Employee was plowing snow.  Backing up, slid on ice and hit the other vehicle.” 
 
The Safety Committee discussed the accident. The question of parking lot lighting was discussed, 
and Mr. Lore indicated the lot was properly lit. It was suggested that fleet vehicles be parked in 
one location to make it easier to plow around them, but staff felt it would be difficult for 
employees to continue parking their vehicles in one parking location. No further 
recommendations were made. 
 
Accident #2 
“Employee was cutting pieces of pole down from bracket truck. Snapped pole off and turned to 
throw piece of pole down and felt twisting, pulling action (in back).” 
 
The Safety Committee discussed the accident. Discussion ensued regarding how the pole was 
thrown and how the actions of the employee could be altered so that the back wouldn’t be 
twisted. No further recommendations were made.  
 
Accident #3 
“Grass fire – employee was dragging hose through wooded and grassy areas.  Used chain saw, 
turned logs & brush.” and 
“Apartment fire- moving electrical exhaust fan up stairs with another firefighter.  Employee was 
lifting back of fan while other firefighter was lifting the front.” 
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The outcome of these incidents determined there was no injury to the employee and therefore, 
these were not discussed. 
 
Accident #4 
“Vehicle was left in the drive position, not put in park.  Vehicle rolled approximately 8 to 10 feet 
and came to a rest against another vehicle.”  
 
It was recommended for employees to remain alert when operating machinery and when actions 
become repetitive, to remain alert as repetitive actions can make you easily distracted.  
 
Accident #5 
“Employee was disassembling props from the skate show.  Pulling plywood from prop, plywood 
broke loose and bent right thumb backward.” 
 
It was recommended to remind employees to slow down, ask for help, and use the proper tools 
to get the job down correctly and avoid injury. 
 
Accident #6 
“Employee was removing a dead deer from stormwater pond.  Waded through water and pulled 
deer to shore.  Another employee helped pull deer up steep bank.  Later noticed a hernia.” 
 
The Safety Committee noted that proper tools, such as a truck with a winch, probably should 
have been used in this situation since the deer was heavy and waterlogged. It was also noted that 
hernias are very often not a known medical condition and may not present themselves until after 
a heavy lifting situation occurs.  
  

5. Department Concerns/Updates 
 
Building Maintenance 
No concerns. 
 
Recreation 
Mr. Benoit stated he appreciated the quick assistance of building maintenance staff when 
responding to a lift station failure, which caused a sewage backup at Lions Park Center (LPC) the 
previous week. Jim LeBrun, Gary Lore, and Butch Pelarski quickly assisted staff with responding 
to the staff’s phone call regarding water in the center, and then helped move t-shirts, supplies, 
and equipment away being damaged by raw sewage; then assisted in initial cleanup. A cleaning 
company was dispatched and LPC and it is undergoing sheetrock removal and replacement, 
disinfecting, and dehumidification of the building and will be operational once again.  
 
Streets 
No concerns. 
 
Fire and Building Safety 
No concerns. 
 
Police 
No concerns. 
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Administration 
No concerns. 
 
Human Resources 
Ms. Wipper discussed a recent situation where an employee used a different provider when 
ordering prescription safety glasses, and therefore, paid additional costs since they were not 
order through Walman, the city-authorized provider for ordering prescription safety glasses. 
Walman offers discounts than other providers. She asked if the policy should be updated so 
employees aren’t paying for additional costs. It was determined the policy should be updated. 
 
Ms. Wipper also asked if there was any concern for bloodborne pathogen exposure to employees 
from the LPC sewage backup. After discussion, it was determined that employees were not 
exposed. 
 

6. Old Business 
 There was none. 
  
7. New Business 

Mr. Lore stated Council recently approved an online subscription for employees to view MSDS 
sheets. He said details are still being worked out with the logistics of this transition. Mr. Lore 
also noted the process of converting civil defense sirens from analog to digital has been smooth, 
and daily testing via computer has been much less time-consuming and has revealed very few 
glitches.    

 
 10. Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting of the Elk River Safety Committee was adjourned 
at 2:45 p.m. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Johnson 
Recording Secretary 
 


