
CITY OF ELK RIVER 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 

HELD AT FIRE STATION #2 
MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2014 

 
The Safety Committee meeting began at 2:04 p.m. 
 
Members present: Jennifer Johnson, Administration; Gary Lore, Building Maintenance; Lauren 

Wipper, Human Resources; Vickie Berg, Liquor Stores; Andy Bentzen, Parks 
Department; Amy Humphrey, Police; Steve Benoit, Recreation; Joe Pipenhagen, 
Streets;  Katie Haase, Fire Department; Mike Thiry, Utilities (electric) 

 
Members absent: Tony Siebert, Arena; Jeff Smith, Fire and Building Safety; Kevin Beadles, WWTP; 

Eric Volk, Utilities (water); T. John Cunningham, Safety Coordinator  
 
1. Approve the 7/16/2014 Safety Committee Minutes   

 
There were no minutes for July.  

  
2. Anoka Tech Updates 

 
There were no Anoka Tech updates.  
 

3. Safety Training 
 
There were no safety training updates.  

  
4. Accident Review 

 
July 28, 2014: “Overhauling a mutual aid structure fire, employee stepped on glass that pierced boot 
and poked into right foot. Employee report says glass, supervisor report says metal…”  
 
Lauren Wipper and Jennifer Johnson inquired what overhauling refers to. Gary Lore responded that 
it is cleanup after the fire and looking for hot spots before the investigation.  
 
The action taken mentioned on the Accident Review Summary Form was to be more careful in 
overhauling operations. No further recommendations were made by the committee; however, it was 
mentioned that the boots the firefighters wear are supposed to help protect the feet by preventing 
sharp objects from piercing through the boot material – maybe check on age of the firefighter’s 
boots.  
 
August 5, 2014: “Employee was participating in National Night Out. Felt something buzzing 
around head and brushed it away resulting in a bee sting to the right hand. Sought treatment when 
arm was tingling the next day.” 
 
The action taken noted on the Accident Review Summary Form was icing the sting. No further 
recommendations were given by the committee.  
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5. Department Concerns/Updates 

 
Fire – No concerns for the Department. Katie Haase did check on the status; however, of a few of 
the items that were written down on Department Facility Checklists as unsatisfactory. On the Police 
Department checklist it was mentioned that they had expired liquids (i.e. antiseptic sprays, etc.). 
Katie Haase asked Amy Humphrey what the status of this item was and Amy mentioned that she 
had checked on this item with Captain Kluntz, but they had not yet decided who would be ordering 
the new product.  
 
Katie Haase then proceeded to check on Parks unsatisfactory items, which were some of the 
breakers and panels that had not been identified. Gary Lore responded that this item has been taken 
care of and the only item that still remains is Parks wanted him to mark the load limits on their 
mezzanines. Gary Lore mentioned that he cannot take care of this item; rather it would be the 
responsibility of the building engineers. Lauren Wipper asked if Gary notified Parks that they will 
need to contact the building engineers for the signage. Gary Lore confirmed that he had let Parks 
know and that Chief Cunningham was also aware. 
 
Katie Haase also checked on a comment made on the Parks facility checklist that questioned 
whether signage was needed to identify no smoking areas. Katie Haase mentioned that she knew the 
City was a no smoking facility. Lauren Wipper commented that the rules of the State are that any 
State owned or arm of the State facility are smoke free facilities. Katie Haase asked then if signs 
would be required if it is a State law that we are a smoke-free facility. Lauren Wipper said she was 
not sure, but if they were needed it would be on the doors. Joe Pipenhagen commented that he did 
not believe the signs would be necessary, since then we would need to add signage to every facility. 
Lauren Wipper commented that the concern resonates probably since the item is on the facility 
checklist and maybe the question is rather if the item needs to be on the checklist sheet. Gary Lore 
commented that maybe it is an item that can be removed from the checklist. Gary Lore thought 
maybe it is time to update the facility checklists and make them a little more basic or generic for 
each department to use. Gary Lore mentioned that whether or not to update the lists might also be 
up to the supervisors. Katie Haase asked if it would be the responsibility of the department head or 
the Safety Committee to update the facility checklists. Lauren Wipper suggested maybe having a 
base facility checklist created by the Committee that the department heads could use and then have 
the department heads add on additional safety inspections for their department.  
   
Administration - none 
 
Arena - none 
 
Building Maintenance – Gary Lore had a concern that one of the Departments has not either 
been checking their fire extinguishers or marking off that they had checked their fire extinguishers. 
Katie Haase mentioned she would look in to this concern.  
 

 Human Resources - none 
 
Liquor Stores - none 
 
Parks Department – Andy Bentzen had two items to present to the Committee from the Parks 
Department. One question posed was whether the forklift needs to be checked for carbon 
monoxide, since it runs on propane.  
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The second item was a safety concern with turning into the shop on Proctor. There is no turning 
lane, so there have been many near miss accidents. Gary Lore mentioned there is a new law 
whereby you cannot pull into an intersection now when the light turns green unless you can clearly 
turn without having to stop for traffic. Andy Bentzen was wondering if a turn signal could be 
added. The Committee discussed who is responsible for that street and it was mentioned both the 
County and the City are responsible for that street. It was mentioned to bring up the concern to 
Chief Cunningham and Justin Femrite.  
 
An additional traffic light concern was mentioned by Gary Lore at the location of Jackson and 
Highway 10.  
 
Police - none 
 
Recreation - none 
 
Streets - none 
 
Utilities – Mike Thiry asked if it would be possible to schedule another first responders meeting for 
electrical safety training. Mike mentioned it has been about two years since the last training, so he 
wanted to check on possibly getting a training scheduled in the near future.  

 
6. Old Business 
  
 There was no old business to discuss. 
 
7. New Business 
 

Katie Haase mentioned that it was brought to her attention by Chief Cunningham that he would 
like to have a Vice Chair be elected for the Safety Committee. Katie Haase reviewed the position’s 
requirements stated in the bylaws, which include conducting meetings, finalizing agendas, and 
clarifying action points at each meeting. Katie Haase discussed with Lauren Wipper, prior to the 
Safety Committee meeting, that Chief Cunningham wanted to appoint a Vice Chair at today’s Safety 
Committee meeting and asked her opinion on the process to elect a Vice Chair and she mentioned 
that the new Deputy Chief might be a good person to take on the position. Katie Haase emailed 
Chief Cunningham prior to the meeting to see what he thought of the idea and read aloud to the 
Committee his response, which was “He’s (referring to the new Deputy Chief) not on the 
committee so we would need to update the bylaws. But I think that is a good idea.” Katie Haase 
commented that we will discuss the topic further at our next meeting to clarify. Gary Lore 
commented that he thought it might be best if the Vice Chair was someone from the Building or 
Fire Department.  

 
8. Adjournment 

 
There being no further business, the meeting of the Elk River Safety Committee was adjourned at 
2:30 p.m. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Katie Haase 
Recording Secretary 


