
CITY OF ELK RIVER 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 

HELD AT FIRE STATION #2 
MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, August 21, 2013 

 
 
Members present: T. John Cunningham, Safety Coordinator; Jennifer Johnson, Administration; 

Gary Lore, Building Maintenance; Vickie Berg, Liquor Stores; Lauren Wipper, 
Human Resources; Paula Schwichtenberg, Fire Department; Dale Eckert, 
WWTP; Bob Kluntz, Police; Joe Pipenhagen, Streets; Jeff Smith, Fire and 
Building Safety; Josh Baas, Parks 

 
Members absent: Pete Nielsen, Water; Mike Thiry, Utilities; Steve Benoit, Recreation 
  
 
1. Approve the July 17, 2013, Safety Committee Minutes   

Approved. 
  
2. Anoka Tech Update 

 
Chief Cunningham stated scheduling is in process with Anoka Tech for the mandatory training 
in late September or October. 
 
Chief Cunningham commented that a list is being put together of employees who will be 
attending the Behind-the-Wheel driving program at the St Cloud track sometime in November.   
 
 

4. Safety Training 
 

Chief Cunningham stated the budget was presented to the Council on Monday, August 19 for 
review.   
 
Chief Cunningham stated the City’s insurance modifier went down this year.  There was a three 
year look back at all the City’s insurance claims and the City has made improvements.  The City 
of Elk River has Optum as part of our medical health insurance and Optum offers some free 
training and a few departments have been taking advantage of this.   
 

5. Accident Reviews 
  
August 12, 2013: “Employee stepped in hole while locating underground wires.” 
 
After discussion, the Safety Committee had no further recommendations. 
 

6. Department Concerns/Updates 
 

Gary Lore commented there has been a seal coating put down on Jackson and there is a lot of 
loose rock at the intersections.   Signs are posted at the entrances of the construction but not at 
all the cross streets. This could possibly be a hazard and maybe more signs need to be put up at 
other intersections to notify motorists.  
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There were no concerns from any departments present for the meeting. 
 

7. Old Business 
 

Chief Cunningham provided an update on the on-line MSDS subscription service that was 
recently implemented. He demonstrated the new on line forms to the Safety Committee and 
explained how each department and locations can track what chemicals are stored where so we 
can be prepared to print records if needed.   
Gary Lore answered some question regarding the form and how it will be used.   
 
John Cunningham thanked Gary Lore who has been actively participating in the program and 
entering all the chemicals he is aware of at different locations. Once Gary is done with set up 
and testing, there will be permission access given. 

 
Chief Cunningham stated employees could quickly access critical MSDS information via the 800 
telephone number of the subscription service. He stated that during the program 
implementation, MSDS sheets that are no longer relevant will need to be pulled from the book 
and archived. Only MSDS sheets for products currently in use at that location should be in the 
book.  

 
8. New Business 
 

Gary Lore commented the Elk River Fire Station 1 on Jackson will be starting to reroof the fire 
station soon. The Fire Department will make sure the trucks are accessible to getting out as the 
roofers are working on sections of the building. 

  
Lauren Wipper updated the Safety Committee on the Spring/Fall Event that has a tentative date 
of Thursday, October 3.  The Healthy Rewards Committee is requesting for the lunch to be paid 
for from the Safety Funds and asking if some Safety Committee members could help with 
serving lunch.  
 

9. Adjournment 
 

There being no further business, the meeting of the Elk River Safety Committee was adjourned 
at 2:51 p.m. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Paula Schwichtenberg 
Recording Secretary 
 


