
CITY OF ELK RIVER 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 

FIRE STATION #2 (ORONO PARKWAY) 
MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2015 

 
Members present:   T. John Cunningham, Safety Coordinator; Katie Haase, Human Resources; Nick 

Flaherty, WWTP; Steve Benoit, Recreation; Tanner Anderson, Streets; Jake Larsen, 
Liquor Stores; Amy Humphrey, Police; Andy Bentzen, Parks; Krystal Fosdick, Fire.  

 
Members absent: Eric Volk, Utilities (Water); Jim Lebrun, Building Maintenance; Jeff Smith, Fire and 

Building Safety; Lori Stich, Finance; Mike Thiry, Utilities (Electric); Tony Siebert, 
Arena; Lauren Wipper, Human Resources. 

   
1. Call meeting to order 

The Safety Committee was called to order at 1:36 p.m. 
 
2. Consider Agenda 

Motion to approve agenda was made by Steve Benoit and seconded by Katie Haase. Motion 
carried. 

 
3. Approve the Safety Committee Minutes for August 19, 2015 

Motion to approve the minutes for the August 19, 2015, meeting was made by Amy Humphrey 
and seconded by Andy Bentzen. Motion carried. 
 

4. Accident Review 
 
4.1 Electrical Department 

“Employee strained his back moving a refrigerator up the stairs in the plant.” 
 
Katie Haase suggested having two people lift the refrigerator. 
 
Tanner Anderson and Andy Bentzen recommended using an appliance dolly. Both 
indicated that one person could have completed this task safely if they were using an 
appliance dolly. 

 
Chief Cunningham recommended using lifting straps. 
 

4.2 Electrical Department 
“Meters located in a fenced area surrounded partly by landscaping. The landscaping 
prevented employee from seeing the ground and the employee stumbled exiting the fenced 
area and wrenched his back.” 
 
Andy Bentzen recommended sending a note to the property owner regarding the 
landscaping near the meter.  
 
Steve Benoit inquired as to whether or not there was an ordinance regarding landscaping 
by the meters. Chief Cunningham indicated that he was unaware of a specific ordinance 
pertaining to the issue. Steve recommended that the employees should be more cautious. 
 

4.3 Electrical Department 



Safety Committee Minutes 
September 23, 2015 
Page 2 of 4 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -  

“Stung by a bee when swarm came out of J-Box. Stung on left wrist and it swelled up.” 
 
Katie Haase recommended spraying for bees or carrying a can of spray to kill bees on 
contact. 
 

4.4 Recreation Division 
“Employee was hooking hose to fire hydrant for an event and lost footing and rubbed his 
arm against the fiberglass hydrant marker stake.  The fiberglass caused welts and a rash on 
employee’s upper right arm.” 
 
Andy Bentzen recommended wearing gloves whenever dealing with fiberglass. 
 
Steve Benoit recommended being more cautious of their surroundings (i.e. the ground in 
this area is uneven). 
 

4.5 CODD – Planning 
“Employee was assisting another employee lift a table onto sawhorses.  The legs detached 
from the table and fell onto employee’s feet.” 
 
No recommendations. 
 

4.6 Parks Division 
“Employee and another employee were installing a horizontal ladder on playground 
equipment.  Ladder slipped and hit the back of employee’s ankles.” 
 
Nick Flaherty suggested having another person assist with holding the ladder.  
 

4.7 Street Division 
“Employee was unhooking trailer from truck.  Employee forgot to put pin in trailer jack 
and the tongue of the trailer fell onto employee’s foot.” 
 
Tanner Anderson advised that the employee was wearing the proper footwear at the time. 
The Safety Committee determined that based on the information provided, it does not 
appear that the steel-toe footwear failed and/or malfunctioned. Tanner inquired as to 
whether or not the footwear needed to be inspected by a supervisor.  
 
Chief Cunningham indicated that the footwear should be inspected by a supervisor. He 
added that the footwear should be replaced by the City if it is found to be damaged in any 
way.  
 
The Safety Committee all agreed that the old footwear should be disposed of if it is found 
to be defective. 
 

4.8 Building Maintenance 
“Employee was removing tall grass from garden and was stung by several bees.” 
 
No recommendations. 
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4.9 Fire 
“Employee was working fire scene, kicking open a door to a duplex.  Re-aggravated 
previous back injury.” 
 
No recommendations. 
 

4.10 Fire 
“Tripped on fire hose while walking to the truck to put up scene lights.  Reports do not 
indicate injury but I believe it was an injured finger.” 
 
Chief Cunningham indicated that the Fire Department would be having more training on 
when to put their masks on to avoid having them fog up, which causes visibility issues. 
 
Katie Haase recommended having everyone on scene be more cautious and aware of their 
surroundings to the best of their abilities considering the circumstances. 

 
5. Department Updates/Concerns 

 
5.1 Administration 
 Absent 

  
5.2 Street Division (Tanner Anderson) 

Using the Shouldering/Side Winder machine vs shoveling by hand (shoulder height). 
Employee(s) with previous shoulder injuries have brought up safety concerns. Committee 
recommended it be directed to supervisor and/or the Safety Coordinator will follow up accordingly. 

  
5.3 Parks Division (Andy Bentzen) 

None 
 

5.4 Recreation Division (Steve Benoit) 
None 

 
5.5 Waste Water Treatment (Nick Flaherty) 

None 
 

5.6 ERMU – Electrical Department 
Absent 

 
5.7 ERMU – Water Department 

Absent 
 

5.8 Building Maintenance 
Absent 

 
5.9 Liquor Stores (Jake Larsen) 

None 
 

5.10 Police (Amy Humphrey) 
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None 
 

5.11 Ice Arena 
Absent 

 
5.12 FABS 

Absent 
 

5.13 Human Resources (Katie Haase) 
 None 

 
6. General Business 

 
6.1 Safety Consultation Update. 

Met with Diane Rollins from Premier Safety Training and Consulting Service. She is 
looking into the high hazard areas first and will have Public Works done by next week. 
Determining which employees should be going through hearing screening was also 
discussed. There will be a follow up meeting with Diane next week. 

 
7. Old Business 

 
7.1 Two man post pounder needs welding & fork has a bent arm, doesn’t work – Parks Facility 

Checklist 3/17/15 
Equipment has been fixed. Remove from list. 

 
7.2  Working on labeling breakers/panels – Parks Facility Checklist 2/18/15 

Will be focusing on this during the winter months. In progress – leave on list. 
 

7.3 Cords blocking walkway at fire station #2 – 8/19/15 meeting 
 The issue has been resolved. Remove from list. 

 
7.4  Fire extinguishers – 8/19/15 meeting 
 The issue has been resolved. Remove from list. 

  
 

8. New Business 
None 

 
 
9. Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting of the Safety Committee adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Krystal Fosdick 


