
CITY OF ELK RIVER 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 

HELD AT FIRE STATION #2 
MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, October 16th, 2013 

 
The Safety Committee meeting began at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Members present: T. John Cunningham, Safety Coordinator; Jennifer Johnson, Administration; 

Bob Kluntz, Police; Vickie Berg, Liquor Stores; Lauren Wipper, Human 
Resources; Joe Pipenhagen, Streets; Katie Haase, Fire Department; Mike Thiry, 
Utilities; Steve Benoit, Recreation; Eric Volk, Water Department 

 
Members absent: Gary Lore, Building Maintenance;  Jeff Smith, FABS; Dale Eckert, WWTP; Josh 

Baas, Parks; Laura Estby, Ice Arena 
  
 
1. Approve the September 18, 2013, Safety Committee Minutes   

Minutes were approved. 
  
2. Anoka Tech Update 
 Nothing noted.   
 
4. Safety Training 

Captain Kluntz asked what the status was on safety training. Lauren Wipper noted that there 
were no current updates at this time, but that Chief Cunningham is working on scheduling future 
mandated training.  
 

5. Accident Reviews 
No accident reports to review.  

 
6. Department Concerns/Updates 

Chief Cunningham provided an update on the safety concern that was discussed at the Safety 
Committee meeting on September 18th, 2013 about seasonal employees who were thought to 
have gotten sick from too much heat exposure while at work.  
 
Chief Cunningham informed the Committee that immediately following the meeting, he 
informed the Parks and Recreation Director, Michael Hecker, to discuss the concern. Mr. 
Hecker subsequently launched a full investigation. Through the investigation, it was determined 
that there were no violations in safety policies. The reported employee absences were attributed 
to general illness and no correlation to a work related heat injury could be made.  
 
It was mentioned by Chief Cunningham that he will be sending out a general statement in the 
future that addresses the fact that safety is everyone’s responsibility. It was stressed that if 
someone is putting themselves at risk or not following a safety policy/procedure, it is the 
obligation of those who are with them to stop the unsafe act.   
 
Chief Cunningham wants everyone to feel comfortable to report any safety concerns/violations 
and go by the policy “if you see something, say something.”  
 
Chief Cunningham concluded by commenting on our good track record of safety, due in part to 
the safety culture we have incorporated, which is a direct reflection through our insurance 



modifier. He wants everyone to leave here today with the notion that safety is everyone’s 
responsibility - it’s not just on one person. The City supports and encourages a safe working 
environment.  
 
Streets 
No concerns.  
 
Police Department 
No concerns. Captain Kluntz mentioned that there was a safety incident that occurred today 
with one of the maintenance personnel. The employee did notify a director of the incident.   
 

 Parks Department 
Steve Benoit commented that there were no concerns for the Parks Department now that the 
heat concern had been dealt with earlier.  

 
 Recreation Department 

No concerns. 
 
Water Department 
No concerns.  
 
Utilities 
No concerns. 
 
Administration 
No concerns. 

  
 Human Resources 
 No concerns. 
 

Liquor Stores  
 No concerns.  

 
FABS  
Jennifer Johnson reported for Jeff Smith that there were no concerns for the Fire and Building 
Safety Department. 
 
Fire Department 
No concerns. Katie Haase mentioned that the only thing that had been brought to her attention 
in regards to safety was stocking the Station #1 first aid kit. She commented that she would 
work on filling the kit with the stock we have on hand, once the station’s safety supply needs 
were determined.  

 
7. Old Business 

Captain Kluntz wanted an update from the discussion that took place at last month’s meeting in 
regards to a concern that was brought to the Safety Committee’s attention about some of the 
seasonal employees who had felt ill after weed-whipping on a hot day. Steve Benoit summarized 
what had been discussed at the last meeting and noted that the investigation looked into the 
procedures they were following at work that day.  
 
Lauren Wipper thanked those who helped out at the Health Rewards Event.  



8. New Business 
Katie Haase made note about the NIMS online training that Chief Cunningham requested was 
completed by certain department members.  
 
Steve Benoit noted that Michael Hecker just sent out an email today to a couple of division 
managers at Parks and Recreation and he and two others will be participating in the online 
training.  
 
Lauren Wipper asked who should all be taking the online course. Captain Kluntz suggested 
checking with Chief Cunningham.  
 
Eric Volk asked what NIMS was, so Captain Kluntz provided the Safety Committee with an 
overview of the program stating that the National Incident Management System is a series of 
plans that were developed after 9/11, so that there was a universal system to handle major 
events. Steve Benoit stated how the training is in effort to prepare for the upcoming Hockey 
Day Minnesota.  
 

9. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting of the Elk River Safety Committee was adjourned 
at 2:23 p.m. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Katie Haase 
Recording Secretary 

 


